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SUBJECT: 

1. YOU APPEAR TO BE MOVING INTO WHAT WE ALL HOPE IS 
FINAL PHASE OF YOUR CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS TO ASSIST 
CREWMEN AND OWNER REPS, AND SPEED RELEASE OF DETAINED 
AMERICAN-FLAG VESSELS. 

2. DEPARTMENT WISHES TO COMMEND CONGEN DEWITT AND 
STAFF, AS WELL AS OFFICERS POSTED TO GUAYAQUIL/SALINAS 
FROM EMBASSY QUITO, FOR STRENUOUS AND UNSTINTED WORK 
ON THIS COMPLEX PROBLEM. THROUGHOUT PAST THREE WEEKS 
ALL PERSONNEL HAVE ACTED WITH RESPONSIVENESS. 
SENSITIVITY AND LEVEL HEADS TO MEET MANY, OFTEN 
CONFLICTING DEMANDS IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH ALWAYS 
WERE DIFFICULT. 

3. AS LOCUS OF YOUR EFFORTS NOW SHIFTS FROM SALINAS- 
GUAYAQUIL TO MANTA. WE ARE CONFIDENT YOU WILL CONTINUE 
TO APPLY GOOD OFFICES, AND YOUR DEMONSTRATED GOOD 
JUDGMENT AND SKILL, TO FACILITATE SPEEDY RESOLUTION 

OF THIS TRYING AFFAIR. INGERSOLL 
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